
  

Difficult Space: Old Gravesites in Taiwan

舊墓地在台灣的困難處境
The Fourth International Conference on Documenting and Researching Gravesites 

in Pacific Asia: Migration, Religion and Ethnicity (DRGPA 2019)

 第四屆 研究記錄亞太墓地研討會：遷移、信仰與民族
May 17-19, 2019, Taipei

Tyng-Ruey Chuang

莊庭瑞
Institute of Information Sciene

Academia Sinica 

  中央研究院 資訊科學研究所



  

Issues 議題
● Old gravesites re-zoned for new land projects

舊墓地上的土地開發計畫
● Preservation: definition, scope, and method 

保存的定義、範圍、與方式
● Survey, documentation, and research

調查、紀錄與研究
● Societal changes, local practices, and bureaucracies  

社會變遷、地方風俗、官僚體系



  

Cremation & Burial: Some Statistics火化與土葬：統計數字
● Cremation rates 火葬比率 : from 20% (1933) to 88.1% 

(2008) then to 96.3% (2017).
● Burials in public gravesites 於公墓埋葬數 : from 15,258 

(2008; 10.63% of total deaths) to 7,779 (2017; 4.52%)
● In 2017, of the 3,079 public gravesites, 1,861 sites are still 

“open”. Of the 510 columbaria, 495 are open: the maximal 
capacity is 8,837,887; the occupation rate is 41.64%.

公墓： 3,079  處，其中 1,861 處「開放中」。 (2017 年 )

骨灰（骸）存放設施： 510  處，其中 495 處開放中；最大
 容量 8,837,887  ，已使用量 3,680,043 （ 41.64 ％）。



  

Public Cemetery, Madou, Tainan 台南市麻豆區生命紀念館
https://goo.gl/maps/Z9mcuEs6SzLZPtor5

https://goo.gl/maps/Z9mcuEs6SzLZPtor5


  

http://cemetery.madou.gov.tw/images/IMG_2419.JPG 

http://cemetery.madou.gov.tw/images/IMG_2419.JPG


  

Nanshan Gravesite 南山公墓
http://media.academia.tw/u/trc/m/nan-shan-3107/

http://media.academia.tw/u/trc/m/nan-shan-3107/


  

Nanshan Gravesite 南山公墓
https://www.openstreetmap.org/?mlat=22.9683997222&mlon=120.2021525

https://www.openstreetmap.org/?mlat=22.9683997222&mlon=120.2021525


  

Old Public Gravesites 舊公墓地
● Only a few accepting new burials, and if so the tomb bases 

not permanent (reburials required after some years). 

● Some (being) converted to columbaria.

● Many under municipality/county/township administration; 
land ownership status sometimes complex.

– Some (public) gravesites are private or not managed

– Old gravesites may nearby nowadays residential areas 

● Matters related to gravesites heavily regulated by the 
Mortuary Service Administration Act 殯葬管理條例
– for setting up new sites and facilities, also for 

disinterment and reinterment for old sites.  



  

 Mortuary Service Administration Act 殯葬管理條例
● Article 29

– Coffins, corpses or ashes (skeletal) in graves in public 
cemeteries cannot be disinterred without a disinterment 
permit issued by municipalities, counties (towns, cities) 
competent authorities or the appointed authorities. Re-
interments in accordance with the law are not subject to 
this restriction.

●  第 29 條
– 公墓內之墳墓棺柩、屍體或骨灰 ( 骸 ), 非經直轄市、縣

( 市 ) 、鄉 ( 鎮、市 ) 主管機關或其委託之機關核發起掘許可證明者 , 不得起掘。但依法遷葬者 , 不在此限。



  

 Criminal Code of the Republic of China (Taiwan) 中華民國刑法
● Article 249

– A person who digs out a grave and damages, abandons, 
insults, or steals the corpse shall be sentenced to 
imprisonment for not less than three years but not more than 
ten years.

– A person who digs out a grave and damages, abandons, or 
steals the bones, hair, burial articles, or cremated remains of a 
decreased person shall be sentenced to imprisonment for not 
less than one year but not more than seven years.

●  第 249 條
– 發掘墳墓而損壞、遺棄、污辱或盜取屍體者，處三年以上十年以下有期徒刑。
– 發掘墳墓而損壞、遺棄或盜取遺骨、遺髮、殮物或火葬之遺灰者，處一年以上七年以下有期徒刑。



  

Preservation 保存
● “sites of memory” 「記憶的所在」 

– “any significant entity, whether material or non-material in nature, 
which by dint of human will or the work of time has become a 
symbolic element of the memorial heritage of any community” 
(Pierre Nora)

– community ↔ authority; remembrance ↔ repression  

● places for collective memory making 型塑共同記憶的地方
– but burials no longer practiced in old gravesites

● archaeological sites 考古地點
– not possible without permission from the authority

● historical remains? 歷史遺跡？
– … what have been left over from the destruction? 



  

Some Strategies for Site Preservation原地保留的策略
● Go for the “sites of memory” argument

– Neglect to preserve equals repression of community memory 

– ministerial affairs instead of municipal/local matters

● Cultural Heritage Preservation Act
– “Archaeological Sites”, “Historic Sites”, “Cultural Landscapes”

●  文化資產保存法
– 「考古遺址」、「史蹟」、「文化景觀」

● Auto-triggered procedures for site preservations

● Re-vitalize old gravesites for collective memory making



  

 “Ecological Inspection Mechanism for Public works”「公共工程生態檢核機制」 
https://www.pcc.gov.tw/cp.aspx?n=32BB0579480F53EC

https://www.pcc.gov.tw/cp.aspx?n=32BB0579480F53EC


  

Aerial Map by UAV 無人機航拍影像圖 
(Source: Dr. Yu-Huang Wang)

https://data.depositar.io/dataset/2019-wrs-tc-001/ 

https://data.depositar.io/dataset/2019-wrs-tc-001/


  



  



  



  

https://www.facebook.com/517224158786548/photos/a.563534044155559/564171857425111/

https://www.facebook.com/517224158786548/photos/a.563534044155559/564171857425111/


  http://roadkill.tw

http://roadkill.tw/


  

https://roadkill.tw/spa-intro

https://roadkill.tw/spa-intro
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