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CKAN
● Comprehensive Knowledge Archive Network
● Software for powering hubs of open datasets
● Developed by the Open Knowledge International; 

supported by an active contributor community
● Widely used to manage open government data 

portals, e.g. catalog.data.gov

● Written in Python, released under AGPL 3.0
● The CKAN API exposes all core features to API clients
● DKAN – Drupal-based CMS based on CKAN



  

depositar – on the shoulder of CKAN

● depositar – v. to deposit

depositario – n. trustee, depository
● data.depositar.io  – built on top of CKAN
● New in depositar

– open to academic user registration

– support spatiotemporal description and query

– more data preview and base map

– keywords sourced from Wikidata

– simplified metadata authoring 

https://catalog.data.gov/


  

publisher vs. depository

● CKAN – software for publishing open data
● depositar – a depository for research data

● publisher – engage in “acquisition, copy editing, 
production, (e-)printing, marketing and distribution”

● depository – “a place where something is deposited, 
as for storage, safekeeping or preservation”

● one-to-many vs. many-to-one; push vs. pull
● for polished products vs. for things still in progress 

https://data.depositar.io/
https://wikidata.org/


  

depositar
 

features and show cases
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Data preview
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Metadata for 
datasets
– designed for 

cross-disciplinary 
research 

– emphasizing 
spatiotemporal 
description

– nice user interface 
for metadata 
authoring



10

Bilingual 
metadata & 
user 
interface
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Wikidata-powered keywords

● Keywords
– controlled vocabularies for tagging datasets

– DIY vocabulary design: a never-ending story …

● Use Wikidata as the source for keywords
– 47M+ entries

– multilingual

– semantic relations enable data inference
● e.g. Gaborone is part of Botswana
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Wikidata entries as keywords

Search and select keywords:

Keywords (as Wikidata IDs) are stored. 

Viewed in English:

Viewed in Chinese:



Roadkill Observations – A Showcase
https://data.depositar.io/dataset/2016 



Roadkill Observations – A Showcase
https://data.depositar.io/dataset/2016 







  

Infrastructure from below

● Research data management is infrastructure work
– basic but not sexy; mismatch in needs and resources

– culture of collaboration; priority in coordination

– need to be a community of practices

● Infrastructure with small pieces from below
– common licenses, vocabularies, formats, protocols, etc.

– reusable tools (e.g. CKAN) and references (Wikidata)

– resource pooling: people, CPU, storage, bandwidth, etc.

– engaging in communication: code, data, experience, etc. 

https://data.depositar.io/dataset/2016


https://data.depositar.io/dataset/2016
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Thank You!

http://data.depositar.io/

http://demo.depositar.io/

data.contact@depositar.io


